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SOME COTGREAVE LIBRARY AIDS. 


A FEW TESTIMONIALS. 


“THE INDIGATOR. 


“ Library Construction, Architecture, Fittings, and Furniture.’ 
By F. J. Burgoyne. 1897. 
“The Cotgreave Indicator is that in use in the majority of the British 
Free Libraries.” 


‘ The Free Library : Its History and Present Condition.” By J. 
oe. 1897. 
“The Recording Indicator is almost certainly the invention of Mr. A. 
ee 9 ave (Public Libraries, West Ham, London, E.,) and is that most largely 
used,’’* 


‘* THE SCOTSMAN.’’ 


* All the London Free Public Libraries (except one or two which do not use 
indicators), have adopted the Cotgreave System, which has been found to 
work well.”+ 

N.B.—See alsa ‘‘ Greater London,” by E. Walford, M.A., F'S.A. (page 360); “Methods 
of Social Reform,” by Prof. W. Sts wnley evons, M.A., F.R,S., LL.D. ; “ Public Libraries,” by 
T. Greenwood, F.R.G.8.; &c., &e. 





*As a matter of fact it will be found in about nine-tenths of the Libraric s using 
indicators. Over 300 Institutions are now using it. 


+ Sixty-two Public Libraries in London and the Metropolitan area are using it 


MAGAZINE RACKS. 


“FREE PuBLic LIBRARY, WANDSWORTH. 





The Cotgreave Magazine Rack has been in use in the news-room here since 
the opening of the Library. I can unhesitatingly speak of its va)~s, for it 
greatly tends to keep the tables tidy. Being so compact it takes up little room, 
and a reader can see at a glance the periodical he wishes to read.* 

C. T. DAVIS, Secretary and Librarian.” 

* The Cotgreave Racks are in use at some 50 Libraries and Literary Institutions, from 
which similar testimonials have been received. 


THE CONTENTS- “SU BJ ECT IN DEX, 
TO GENERAL AND PERIODICAL LITERATURE. 
Price to Subscribers, 7s. 6d. 
(500 copies have already been subscribed for.—See List). 
**DAILY NEWS.”’ 
**A ‘Contents-Subject Index to General and Periodical Literature ’ would, 
properly done, be a great time-saving machine.. Such a work is being 
undertaken by Mr. A. Cotgreave The first part, which is now before us, is 
distinctly promising. 1t will be helpful to many students and readers.” 
‘*DUBLIN REVIEW.”’ 

“The Editor of the ‘DuBLIN Review’ (Canon Moyes), desires me to thank 
you for the specimen of the ‘Contents-Subject Index,’ and to say that he has 
formed a high opinion of it, in fact he has already found it useful.” 

T.W. HUNTER, Librarian, Archbishop’s House, Westminster. 

Similar expressions of opinion have been received from a large number of 
leading journals, and from many well known English and American Librarians, 


N.B —The Contents-Subject Index will'be supplied to all Library Assistants at a 
reduced price if ap lied for before publication 


Full particular of the‘above and also of other I.ibrary Aids sentjupon application. 
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THE LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION. 
Founpep 1895. Firra Srssron. Yrar 1899-1900. 


Members are requested to carefully read the announcements 
appearing on this page, as no further intimation of meetings and 
other arrangements will be sent out. 


DECEMBER MEETING. 


The third meeting will be held at St. George-in-the-East 
Public Library at 8 p.m., on Wednesday, the 13th December. 
Mr. J. Passmore Edwards has kindly consented to take the chair, 
and Mr. I’. Meaden Roberts, formerly hon. sec. of the L.A.A., 
will read a paper on ‘“ Lectures in Public Libraries.” 

Visitors will be welcome to the meeting. Light refreshments 
will be served at the commencement of the proceedings. 


L.A.A —N.W. BRANCH. 


President: C. W. Surron, Esq., Manchester Public Libraries. 
Hon. See.: P. D. Gorpon, Mudie’s Library, Manchester. 


DECEMBER MEETING. 


The Annual Meeting will be held on the 14th inst. at 
8 p.m., at the Deansgate Library, when the Annual Report 
will be laid before the members, and the election of Officers and 
Committee will take place. 


THE OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER MEETINGS. 


On Wednesday, the 18th October, and on Thursday, the 16th 
November, the usual monthly meetings took place. The former 
was held in the Reading-roomm of Chetham College, and Mr. 
J. H. Swann occupied the chair. The opening chapters of Mr. 
Quinn’s Manual of Cataloguing were read, and a most informatory 
discussion took place on the question of Dictionary v. Classified 
Catalogues. By the courtesy of the Chairman a copy of the 
Newcastle Branch Catalogue (compiled by Mr. A. Keogh) was 
passed round in order to show what a really good classified 
catalogue should be. For popular libraries the concensus of 
opinion was in favour of the dictionary system, but the suit- 
ability of the classified catalogue for the student and scholar was 
acknowledged. 

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the Feoffees 
for permission to meet in the College, and to Mr. F. W., Kirk for 
his interesting account of the institution and its many treasures. 
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At the November Meeting, held in the Manchester Reference 
Library, the discussion was resumed, the “ author-entry ” being 
dealt with. It was more evident than ever that the assistant 
cannot criticise Mr. Quinn’s book, but only follow out as best he 
can the simple rules laid down therein for his guidance. But 
the fact of the work being beyond criticism ought not to prove it 
beyond the power of mastery, and the careful consideration of 
chapters, and discussion of difficulties, as at these meetings, 
should impress it upon the memory, and when practice is added 
to the theory, members may become able cataloguers, if not expert 
critics. 

NORTH-WESTERN L.A.A. LIBRARY. 


Members may borrow any book in the collection on giving 
written notice to the Hon. Secretary, and may retain the work 
so borrowed for a period not exceeding seven days from date of 
issue. If wishing to retain same for a longer period, they inay 
do so provided no other member is waiting for the same work. 
All postages to be paid by the borrower. 


MR. J. PASSMORE EDWARDS: 
Anp His Brneractions To Pusnic Lipraries. 
By W. C. Pant. 

As Mr. Passmore 
Edwards has_ kindly 
consented to preside 
at the next meeting of 
the L.A.A., to be held 
at the Library which 
he himself presented 
to the parish of St. 
George-in-the-East, a 
fitting opportunity 
occurs to record in 
these pages something 
ae of the munificent aid 
sisi he has afforded for the 
iw passeops establishment and de- 
ROWARUS Cag . 

velopment of public 
libraries. 

Although the name 
of Mr. Edwards is 
now ‘familiar in our 
mouths as household 
words,” our readers 
may be reminded that 
his apparently limitless 
generosity to libraries 
does not constitute 
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one third of the institutional buildings founded by his great 
benefactions. Hospitals, convalescent homes, orphanages, art 
galleries, museums, settlements, and technical institutes—have 
been and are being established in various parts of the country by 
his unstinted munificence, as well as libraries. 

Mr. EKdwards—like Mr. Carnegie, who has given so much to 
the libraries of America and Scotland—is a self-made man. He 
was born in a small cottage at Blackwater, in Cornwall, on the 
24th March, 1524, and received his early education at a miners’ 
school. His father was a carpenter, and did a little brewing for 
the “ Kiddle-a-Winks”’ that supplied beer to the mines. Mr. 
Edwards, as a boy, assisted his father in the brewing. He 
afterwards obtained a situation in a solicitor’s office at a 
conunencipg remuneration of four shillings per week. Mr. 
Edwards came to London at the age of twenty, not with the 
proverbial half-a-crown, but with only three shillings and 
fourpence in his pocket. He secured a subordinate post in a 
publishing house, and successfully edited a number of magazines. 
In 1855 he published ** The War, a Blunder and a Crime,” and 
three years later,  T'he Triple Curse, or the Evils of the Opiwn 
Trade cn India, China, and England.” He has been best known 
in the journalistic world by his proprietorship of the ‘** Weekly 
Limes and Echo,” (which he purchased from Sir John Hutton for 
£37,000), the “* Building News and Engineering Journal” since 
1864, the “ Huglish Mechanic and World of Science”’ since 1869, 
and the ‘* Keho”’ since 1876. He purchased the last-mentioned 
organ from the late Albert Grant tor £18,250, a few years later 
sold a two-thirds share to the Storey-Carnegie Syndicate for 
£50,000, and re-purchased it some time afterwards at a much 
higher price, proving himself to be a man of the greatest business 
ability. He is no longer connected with this journal, but 
certainiy he made it cominercially successful, and though 
connected with it for over twenty years, never pocketed a penny 
of the profits. Speaking at Shoreditch last year, Mr. Edwards 
said, ‘1 look back upon my connection with the press with 
vastly more satisfaction than the promotion of anything, 
philanthropic or educational, because | have always endeavoured 
in a very humble way to purify and elevate that great institution. 
I have never written a sentence in which I did not believe, or in 
which I did not put my conscience, and I always aimed at that 
which was greater than myself—the public good.’”” From 1880 
to 1886 he represented Salisbury as a Liberal Member of 
Parliament. 

Although the name of Mr. Passmore Edwards is now most 
familiar to everyone engaged in public libraries, or interested in 
the public library inovement, it was not till the early part of the 
present decade that he commenced founding such institutions. 

It is true, he had offered in 1889 the handsome sum of 
£20,000 for the provision of a public library for the densely- 
populated and poor East-end parish of Bethnal Green, but 
unfortunately the offer was, for certain reasons, withdrawn. As 
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Mr. Edwards has signified his intention of providing in the near 
future several more public libraries, let us hope that the 
inhabitants of this borough will bestir themselves to secure the 
adoption of the Act, and at once solicit the aid of this large- 
hearted philanthropist. 

Previous to the above date Mr. Edwards had presented 
some thousands of volumes to various institutions, but the first 
public library given by him was the one opened by Lord 
Rosebery in May, 1892, for the district of Whitechapel. 

Mr. Edwards has now founded twenty public libraries in or 
about London, where he has made his wealth, and in his native 
county. The following twelve are within the Metropolitan area 
Whitechapel, Hi aggerston, Shepherd’s Bush, St. George the 
Martyr, St. George-in-the-East, Dulwich, Acton, East Ham, 
Edmonton, Nunhead, and Hoxton. The last mentioned was the 
first library in London named after him, but now his name is 
associated with all the aforementioned, as well as with the eight 
libraries in Cornwall, located at St. Ives, Camborne, Redruth, 
Truro, Falmouth, Bodmin, Liskeard, and Launceston. 

With the exceptien of Acton and Launceston, which will be 
opened in January next, all these libraries are open 

Besides the places just enumerated, all of which have adopted 
the Public Libraries Act, Mr. Edwards has provided, in Cornwall, 
institutional buildings, each one having a library, at Hayle, 
Blackwater, Chacewater, St. Day, and St. Agnes. The Technical 
Institutes he has provided in Cornwall and London, eight in all, 
also have, or will have, libraries of their own. 

In addition to the above, many libraries are indebted to Mr. 
Edwards for pecuniary assistance for special purposes, ¢.q., his 
gifts to St. Bride Foundation, for works dealing with printing 
and the allied trades ; to Cripplegate Institute, for the formation 
of a boys’ library, and to various other objects too numerous to 
be recorded here. 

His apparently unlimited generosity is all the more con- 
spicuous when defraying the cost of erecting library buildings, 
for this munificence is generally accompanied by a further dona- 
tion of a thousand books towards equipment ; no fewer than 
70,000 volumes have already been in all contributed by him 
to different libraries. ; 

Mr. Edwards generally makes it a sine gud non, when offering 
to erect a library, “that the Public Library Act shall be adopted. 
The ratepayers of Islingtoa lost £10,000 offered by him for three 
libraries by the non- -acceptance of this condition. 

The characteristic spirit pervading his numerous benefactions 
was forcibly expressed in the speech of Mr. Edwards on the 
ovcasion of his declaring the Truro Public Library open, on April 
30th, 1896, of which the following is an extract :—‘‘ Just imagine 
a bridge spanning Cornwall from Penzance to Launceston, and 
imagine, further, the bridge to consist of nineteen big stones, or 
as many letters as are in my name, and imagine, still further, 
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each stone a public institution, with the Truro Technical Institute 
and Art Gallery as the keystone. Such is an ideal bridge, based 
on reality, which I am erecting and have nearly completed over 
Cornwall. Some men have no objection to write their names in 
characters of blood and fire over war-blasted provinces, or over 
bombarded and broken cities; but I prefer to write my name, if 
I write it at all, in characters of light over my native county and 
over London where I have lived and worked.” 

What Mr. Edwards has done for his native county he is 
rapidly accomplishing for London, where we are beginning to 
realise the existence of a similar imaginary bridge, or rainbow, 
stretching from Hammersmith and Acion to Fast and West 
Ham. 

Mr. Edwards has expressed an opinion that the State which 
spends so much annually in providing elementary and secondary 
education should assist in a continuation of that education by 
making a substantial grant to library authorities for the proper 
maintenance of the institutions under their care. He considers, 
however, that the best way to obtain the recognition of public 
libraries by the State as an essential part of our educational 
system is to establish a closer relation between the school and 
the library. 

Several years ago Her Majesty the Queen recognising the 
philanthropic work of Mr. Passmore Edwards, graciously offered 
to confer a title upon him; which honour, however, he respect 
fully declined. A few months ago the people of Shoreditch 
desirous of showing their grateful recognition of his munificent 
gifts to the borough, erected by voluntary subscription in the 
‘* Passmore Edwards” Library for Hoxtov a beautiful white 
marble bust of their benefactor, executed by George Frampton, 
A.R.A., and Mrs. Frampton has just finished painting a portrait 
of him for the ‘‘ Passmore Edwards” Library, Haggerston. 

Mr. Edwards was one of the first to be elected an Honorary 
Fellow of the Library Association on its receipt of the royal 
charter, and several corporations anxious to show their apprecia 
tion of his great generosity, have recently conferred upon him 
the freedom of their respective cities and boroughs. No doubt 
one of the first acts of those of the new borough councils 
London, which have benefited by his munificence, will be to 
follow this example. 


MEETING AT ST. BRIDE FOUNDATION. 


The second meeting of this session was held in the Passmoi: 
Edwards Technical Library, St. Bride Foundation Institute, 
E.C., by kind permission of the Governors. Mr. H. Ogle 
presided, and there were some 30 members present and some 
visitors, including Dr. Paul Traumsdorff, of the Berlin University 
Library 
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The first business of the meeting was to record the L.A.A.’s 
appreciation of the kindly labours of the six librarians who acted 
as adjudicators in the recent ‘Greenwood 1899” Prize Essay 
scheme. Mr. Ogle moved a resolution of thanks from the chair, 
Mr. Chambers seconded, and it was carried amid applause. 

A formal resolution re-affirming the interest of the Associa- 
tion in the necessity of a compulsory superannuation scheme for 
all civil servants in the municipal service was next carried nem. 
con., on the motion of Mr. Dyer, seconded by Mr. Brown. 

A motion of protest against the method obtaining in a certain 
recent library appointment was moved by Mr. S. A. Hatcher, and 
seconded by Mr. D, McDougall, but was lost on a show of hands. 
A division was claimed, and the motion was declared not to have 
been carried, by ten votes to nine. 

Mr. Thorne and Mr. Brown then read their premiated 
‘‘Greenwood 1899” Essays, which proved very interesting, and 
the first instalment of which is issued as a special supplement 
herewith. With the usual votes of thanks for hospitality and 
to the chair the meeting terminated. 


THE L.A.A. 1900 PRIZE ESSAYS. 

A year ago Mr. Thomas Greenwood placed at the disposal 
of the Committee a sum of £20 to be distributed as prizes for 
essays in matters connected with practical librarianship, and six 
librarians kindly consented, in the pressure of their many duties, 
to adjudicate on the essays submitted. Not without regret is it 
to be stated that of the (about) 3,000 assistants working in British 
libraries only 30 troubled to send in essays. In comparatively 
easy subjects there were found only 5 or 6 junior assistants to 
compete for prizes of £2 10s.and £1 5s. In equally easy subjects 
there were to be found only 9 or 10 senior assistants to compete 
for prizes of £4 and £2 10s. 

Of all the women employed in libraries in Great Britain and 
Ireland there was not found one to compete. 

Had it been a photographie competition, or a bicycle race, 
or achampionship for the biggest of the many hobbies that 
assistants seem to make the first claim upon their leisure hours, 
the entrants had been more—the competition keener. 

Assistants grumble at small pay, long hours, and lack of 
opportunity. But if they will not take advantage of facili- 
ties that do arise, and if they will waste time in collecting 
advertisements, or postage stamps, or photographs, making their 
hobby their first thought, and their profession their last, they 
must not blame others than themselves for the conditions of 
their work. 

Does a young engineer, architect, or schoolmaster, not 
recognise that in the first years of his professional life the 
acquirement of professional knowledge is a sine qua non if he 
means ever to get out of the ruck of mere wage earning and get 
somewhere near the top of the tree ? 
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To succeed in anything now-a-days a man must concentrate 
all the faculties of his mind on one great purpose with an 
unswerving tenacity. Like a magnet, the object of his life will 
attract to it all that is kindred. If the heart be in the work, of 
what account the toil, and the ill pay, that otherwise would make 
it a soulless existence ? 

It is not the winning of prizes that is important; but the 
spirit of self-improvement, that induces preparation and permits 
a test of attainment, is of the utmost value. Members may think 
the prizes announced below not worth competing for—the honour 
of gaining them a vain gaud—but to gain “‘ the blue ribbon of the 
year”’ is often to mark out a man for a future of success, while 
a ‘“ Draper’s” or a “ Whitworth” scholarship can mean no 
more. For that we assistants do seek ‘‘ countenance and profit ’’ 
from librarianship, shall we not by way of amends be a help and 
ornament thereunto ? 

“THe L A.A. Cotcreave 1900 Prize” or £1 1s. Od. is the 
first of five annual prizes that will be given by Mr. A. Cotgreave, 
of West Ham, for the best essay not exceeding 1,000 words on a 
practical subject connected with librarianship. Open to senior 
assistants only. 

The subject for 1900 will be: ‘‘ How best to extend the 
usefulness of the L.A.A.” 

“Tue L.A.A. Junior 1900 Prize” or £1 is the first of five 
annual prizes that have been placed at the disposal of the com- 
inittee by an anonymous donor for the best essays written by 
junior members of the Association, under 18 years of age, not 
exceeding 750 words in length. 

The subject for 1900 will be: “The use and abuse of 
hobbies for library assistants.”’ 

“THe L.A.A. Bournemoutn 1900 Prizx ” or £1 5s. Od. is a 
special prize for junior assistants, being one of two prizes won 
in the ‘‘ Greenwood 1899 ” competition by Mr. W. C. Sayers, of 
Bournemouth, and offered again for the best essay, not exceeding 
1,000 words, on ‘* The duties of a library assistant.” 

All essays shall be written, or preferably type written, on fools- 
scap paper, and shall be sent to the Hon, Sec. L.A.A., Old 
Brompton Road, S.W., not later than March 4th, 1900, signed 
with a distinguishing name or mark, and accompanied by a sealed 
envelope bearing outside such name or mark, and having inside the 
real name and address of the competitor. 


WOMEN IN LIBRARIANSHIP AT THE LATE 
CONGRESS. 
By Miss M. 8. R. James. 

I note that attention has been called to the fact that the 
sub-section accorded to women librarians at the late Inter- 
national Congress of Women was not wholly representative. 

It is greatly to be deplored that some of the many women 
now employed in public libraries under the Acts, whether as 
assistants or chiefs, were not present to speak or read papers. 


| 


—_— 
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Iam, I believe, right in stating that this sub-section was 
appended to the programme practically at the eleventh hour by 
request, and that there was considerable difficulty experienced in 
getting any speakers or writers of papers to be present in person 
at all. The meeting, therefore, had to be content with what it 
could get, which was unsatisfactory, as representing, at least for 
Great Britain, only one side of the case. 

When asked to assist, I suggested various women actually 
working in libraries, among them being Miss Richardson, of 
Lancaster, and two assistants at Edinburgh, and I was sorry on 
reaching the meeting to find that it was so one-sided. 

Miss Low’s article quoted on page 246 of the “ Library 
Assistant” sums up the situation. 

The only papers in the programme were those of Miss 
Plummer and myself, the other ‘names on the list were those of 
women who opened and carried on the discussion of the subject 
either from notes or extemporarily. It is to be hoped that they 
were reported in extenso. 

The attitude I took appeared to have the concurrence of Dr. 
Garnett, and was that of dubiousness as to the prospects of the 
extensive employment of womentin responsible positions in libraries 
under the Acts. Nevertheless, it cannot be denied that under the 
existing state of things in such libraries in Great Britain, well- 
educated cultured women will hardly find the remuneration 
offered for services in the average position at present open to 
them sufficient compensation or inducement for them to take up 
the work as a permanent profession, in spite of their suitability 
for such employment. £25 to £80 per annum is not sufficient 
return for outlay on higher education. Though not denying in 
toto their chances of employment in such posts, I drew attention 
to their prospects of employment in other directions of library 
work, 


MISS PETHERBRIDGE AND THE CONGRESS. 
Under date of October 23rd Miss Petherbridge writes :— 

“The few remarks that I made at the Women’s Conference were on the 
training for Library Work and Indexing, and were addressed to a class of 
women, most of them educated up to University standard ; the whole drift of 
these remarks went to discourage would-be librarians and indexers from 
taking up the work unless they had a private income of at least £1 a week. 
Now. as it happens, my speech was not reported at all, owing to the fact that 
it was extempore, + and I can only suppose that my remarks must have been 
confused and vague in the extreme for the member of your Association who 
was present to have carried away so erroneous an impression. 

“It is quite true that, owing to press of business, 1 had not read the 
results of the examination of the Education Committee of the L.A., and this 
I regret extremely, as I am only too glad to find that the library assistants 
have made such progress since the examination held last year. 

“You ask me if I have anything to add to Miss James’ note on her paper, 
and my reply is in the negative, as it seems to me that if my speech made an 
impression so contrary to my meaning, it is useless putting forth an explana: | 
tion which will not be read by those who heard me on that occasion.’ 

+ By the courtesy of Lady Aberdeen, the Editor of this journal 
was permitted to see and to revise the official report of his remarks 
at this meeting, which were also extempore. 
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CAN LENDING LIBRARY HOURS BE SHORTENED? 


In Iancashire some of the lending libraries close at 8. In 
London Clapham has for some time also done so. Streatham 
now opens for lending at 10.30 and closes at 8. The reason 
given for the shortening of the hours is to afford the staff time 
for relaxation and study. 


THE DUKE OF DEVONSHIRE ON PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


In opening an extension of the New Mills (Derbyshire) 
Village Technical Institute and Library, the Lord President of 
the Council said that he believed that public libraries had been 
the subject of hostile criticism and talk by people holding 
extreme individualist opinion, who held that such luxuries as 
libraries ought to be provided rather by those who used thein 
than at the expense of the rates. In his opinion, those criticisins 
and objections were somewhat far-fetched, and certainly were 
overstrained. It might be quite true that a greater value 
attached to what we had to pay for than to that which we 
enjoyed gratuitously ; but, whatever might be the case in the 
future, he was afraid the time had hardiy yet come when the 
great majority of our working classes would Le inclined to 
provide libraries for themselves or to contribute largely to the 
support of them. This was one of the cases in which it was 
necessary that a taste and desire for that which was undoubtedly 
good should be created. (Hear, hear). In these days, when 
education was free and also compulsory, and when a great deal 
of education beyond elementary education was provided at some 
thing considerably under cost price, he thought it would be very 
poor economy which would grudge the cost of providing libraries 
which would give to the people the means of applying and of 
deriving full enjoyment from the education by which we now set 
so much store. —_—— — 


NOTES AND NEWS. 


CuorLey.—The library will be opened on December 13th by 
the donor—H. T. Parke, Esq. The handsome building contains 
reference and lending libraries, news, boys, and smoke rooms. 
A special collection of Lancashire literature is being made, as 
also of that relating to Miles Standish (Pilgrim Father, and 
native of Duxbury, near Chorley). 

DouGias.— The new library was opened on the 19th 
October. 

Duptry.~-A Local Government Board enquiry has been 
held as to a loan for a new library and the adaptation of the 
present one to an art school. 

FutHam.—A series of free lectures is again being given at 
the branch library. 
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HamMeErsMItH.— At a recent meeting of the Libraries Com- 
mittee it was decided to reduce the age limit for children allowed 
to borrow books, from 13 years to 11 years; and to send a copy 
of the catalogue of the libraries to every school in the parish. 

Hornsey.—The success of the library has been phenomenal. 
In four weeks 4,948 borrowers’ tickets were issued, while the 
daily average issue is 620. 

Music In Lisraries.—Librarians who are desirous of 
establishing or extending their music sections will be interested 
to learn that Messrs. Roberts & Co., of Arkwright Street, 
Nottingham, are prepared to make free gifts of 20 volumes of 
music, which librarians may themselves select, in return for the 
right of advertising on certain pages. The volumes are bound in 
red cloth, and the advertisements are well printed in good 
style and do not disfigure the pages. <A set of light operas in 
vocal score would make a useful addition to many a library. We 
understand that sets of these books are now in use in over 50 
libraries in England, including several London institutions, and 
that librarians desirous of availing themselves of this method of 
obtaining music, may have a sample volume and list of music for 
inspection by applying to the firm as above. It may also be of 
interest to note that Messrs. Roberts & Co. undertake the 
replenishing of covers for magazines on library tables, and are 
also prepared to pay a substantial honorarium for the advertising 
rights in catalogues. 

Pence.—An exhibition of upwards of 300 reference books 
presented by Sir Blundell Maple, Bart., M.P., was held from 
October 28th to November 3rd. 

PLuMstEAD.—The designs for the new municipal buildings 
have been on exhibition. 

Port ExnizaBpetn, Soutn Arrica.--The Building News of 
October 27th contains an elevation of the Savage Memorial Hall 
and Public Library now being erected at a cost of £23,000. 
The library is situated on the first floor, the ground floor 
being used as a Chamber of Commerce and offices. It is 
interesting to note that ‘open access” is to be adopted. The 
library is situated at present in the Town Hall. 

ToTreNHAY.—A reading room is to be opened at St. Ann’s. 

WanpswortH.—The lending department of the Eastern 
Branch Library (W.T. Bradley, branch librarian) was opened on 
October 2nd. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

Ayton, Mr. J. G., junior assistant, Leyton, to be an 

assistant, Poplar. 


Epmans, Mr. Frank, assistant, Minet, to be sub-librarian, 
Rotherhithe. , 


Rocuester, Mr. C. F., assistant, Richmond, to be sub- 
librarian, Acton. 


Sureties, Mr. H. G, an assistant, Croydon, to be second 
assistant, Hornsey. 
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SOCIETY OF PUBLIC LIBRARIANS. 


A largely attended meeting was held at the Bishopsgate 
Institute, E.C., on Wednesday evening, November 8th, when Mr. 
Z. Moon was elected Chairman for the year, and Mr. W. C. 
Plant, Vice-Chairman. The Hon. Treasurer (Mr. Martin) and 

, Hon. Secretary (Mr. Goss) were re-elected. 


THE CLAIM OF THE LIBRARY ASSISTANT UPON 
THE EDUCATIONAL FUNDS OF THE COUNTY. 


At the next meeting of the Library Association a memor- 
andum on the above subject, will be submitted to the considera- 
tion of the members, by the Hon. Sec., L.A.A. 


CRIPPLEGATE PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY. 


On December 5th, 6th and 7th, will be held at Cripplegate 
Institute, the Sixth Annual Photographie Exhibition of the 
Cripplegate Photographic Society, and the Essex and Middlesex 
Cycling Union, Ltd. Mr. A. T. Ward, of Cripplegate Institute, 
is Hon. Sec. of the Photographic Society, and largely owing to 
his efforts, its success has been very great. Library Assistants 
and others interested in Photography, should visit the exhibition, 


and join the Society. 


A NEWCASTLE BRANCH OF THE 1L.A.A. 


The success of the Branch Association on the banks of the 
Irwell has been so great, that some of the N.E. Assistants are 
considering if Tyneside cannot also have a vigorous branch. 
Newcastle would be a good centre for meetings, and all Assis- 
tants desirous of joining should communicate with Mr. A. R. 
Corns, Public Library, South Shields. 


NOTICES. 

New Mempers.—At the last Committee Meeting were 
elected :— 

Sentor.—T. Smith (Salford.) 

Juniors.—R. Bain and R. Stevenson (Mitchell, Giasgow), 
E. W. Lawrence and L. J. Packington (Lambeth), O. K. Veltom 
(Tottenham), W. Graham and T. Hedley (Gateshead), E. 
Whittinghame (Mudies’ M.), E. Young (Liverpool Atheneum), 
F, G. Willis (Carlisle), and O. W. Stone (Hast Ham). 

Annual subscriptions to the Journal are due in January next. 


All communications as to the Library Assistants’ Associa- 
tion, or as to this journal, should be addressed to the Hon. 
Secretary, L. A. A., Old Brompton Road, S.W. 





VERY possessor of a library, no matter of how few raeiuk recognises the 

desirability of keeping a proper record of it. This can only be done with 

ect satisfaction by means of the card system, and the following are its chief 
vantages :— 

1.—Strict alphabetical sequence can always be maintained. 

2.—Books can be catalogued under author, title and subject, and arrangediin 
the same index, cross references being made where. necessary. 

3.— When a volume is lent to a friend, a note to that effect can be entered on 
the card in a permanent or temporary way, and date of borrowing 
and return affixed. Bei 

4.—Any notes respecting date of accession; where purchased or how other- 
wise obtained ; the owner’s or his friend’s opinions and comments on 
the book ; remarks as to re-binding, etc., etc., can all be recorded upon 
the card relating to the book in question, as the owner desires. 

The material of the cards is guaranteed to be of the finest quality obtainable, 
and to wear for very many years. 

The Cabinets also are the best that m~ aey and experience can produce. 

We believe that in placing this useful contrivance before book readers,iat a 
moderate price, we are supplying an appreciated necessity. 


Further particulars and prices may be obtained of — 


LIBRARY BUREAU, Ltd. 


(Cedric Chivers Manager) 


10, Bloomsbury Street, London, W.C. 








SPECIAL—TO LIBRARIANS. 


Books Supplied and Bound from the Quire, in 
flexible Pigskin, Morocco, or a Sanitary Wash- 


able Cloth, specially manufactured for us. 
GUARANTEE—We guarantee that our Binding will outlast the book. 








BOOKS RE-BOUND. READERS’ TICKETS IN 
LEATHER OR CLOTH. 





Solid Leather Reading Covers, made in one piece, 
without Liniag or Stitches; practically indestructible. 


AN INEXPENSIVE READING COVER IN OUR SANITARY 
WASHABLE CLOTH. 


One of the many Testimonials received by us :— 


‘‘Chelsea Public Libraries, 
December 3rd, 1896. 


Messrs. Banting & Son have been the bookbinders to these 
Libraries from the commencement, in 1888, and have given every 
satisfaction. 

Their work is lasting, reasonable in price, and carefully 
carried out. 

The fact that they are binders under contract to a large number 
of Public Libraries is sufficent proof that in this particular line they 
are difficult to beat. 


J. HENRY QUINN, 
Chief Librarian and Clerk to the Commissioners.” 


Particulars, Prices, and Samples on application. 


J. BANTING & SON. 


Bookbinders and Booksellers, 
KING’S ROAD, CHELSEA, LONDON. 
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